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TRIW DOCUMENT GONTAIND INFORMATION APPEOTING THE WATIONAL DEFENSL
OF THE UNIYED STATES; WITHIN THE NEANING OF TITLE 18) NLATIONG 703
AND 784 OF THE U, 8. GOBE) AB AMENDED. ITH TRANGNIDS N REVE:
LATION OF 170 SONTENTS TO OF REGUIAT BY AN UNAUTHORIE PERBON
PROHIBITED BY LAY, THE ARPADBUGTION OF THIE FORN 19 PREHIDITER,

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATI?J‘%l

2 A brenoh of the Hydrogrephle Depertment (aidrograficheskiy Otdal) of %tha Caspisn
) Flotilla (Kesplyskeya Vognnnya glwtiliyl) manages the affaira of the Hydrometecro~
: logical Ssrvice in the oliy of Astrakhan, This branch was headud b; Kgondn (fau),
Captein, let rank, Navy. The Casplan Roadsteads Oll Tanker Stomh..?jgmoy
(Reydtazker) zecaived weather reporis every other day from this service.

Fe These weather reporis were printed on standard forms and contalned the following
infermation:

(a) A map of the nmorthern part of the Caspien Sea,
(b) Temperature of the air:
(1) At Astrakhan
(2) At sea along the off-shore areas.
(3) At Fourteen Foot Roadsteads
(e) Temperature of the water
(1) 1In the Volge River
(2) 1In the Casplan Sea
' (@) Water level of the Volga River and the Casplan Sea.
(e) Speed cf the river current.

(£) TIce ggnditions. The appearance of sludge and so1lld ice and the movement of

ice’ autumn and spring.
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(g) Thickness of the ice on the Volga im centimeters.

(b) Wind force in balls and the directien of the wind. If the wind foree is mdre
than five balls; storm warnings are-senmt. out to activities in the rsegieSmO.X1

(1) The swell of the gea in balls.,

beo \all work of Kuchin's bramch of the Hydrographic Depart-
- ment 1s based on tke prineciple of collecting and processing weather conditions frem
Stalingrad, Beku and Makhachkala, Throughou'b the entire Volga area, from the eity
of Astrakhan to the village (selo) of Ol'ya there are no special instruments for
hydrometeorolegical ohservations, ‘

5¢. ¢ Besides giving foresasts for short periede s two to three days in advance, forecasts
are given also for long pericds of time, ten to twemty days in advence.

6. Two -to three copies of the forecasts of Kuchin's branch are delivered to Reydtanker
by eourier, One aopy of the foresasts goes to the Routes and Situstion Department
(Otdel Pusi i Cbstanovki) and the remainder for the services coentrolling the equipmen-
and shipe of the steamship agency. ‘

7. . Storm warnings are sent out- by telephere as telephome messages (telefonogramm). A1l
. the. dosumentation of a hydrometecrologlcal mature ia the steamship ageney was unclags-
ifled, ~Nearly all of these commniocations were senmt-by ordinary mail (otkrytaya

poshta),

8. Besides this prodedure of redelving weather information tha"bfbea.msblpa:jénoy itsell
was . engaged in makiy aphlc observatioms on the Volge=Caspian ! Ural-Caspian
Channels, These cbservations were part of the funotiems and respon
eiblilities of the Routes and Situation Department of Reydtanker. This work was car-

ried out diréotly by workers of the sounding-surveying parties axd the observg&?l'“,

menning the water-guaging posts. These observations consist Jofs _

(a) ' Detewnining the water level in the river and ses fortions of sach shannel.
.., (b) Determining the aoniitisn of the seil and silt in the chammel.
(o) ' Observing the aemdition of existing shoals azd the AppeaTance of new cnes.
. (d) Obeerving the epeed of the wator current under varicus oonditiona,
‘(o). Cbmerving the ice situatien, IR =
(£) Obu;-ﬂ.nzfﬁha wind direation and forge, . o o

The transport nh;tipa of Reydtanker 4o not condust special obeervations for the hydroe
m;tooro%ggiul servics nor are they equipped with any inetruments for maicing such o
observations, ;

S demﬁqomlagiml obasrvations sre alao condusted by Reydtanker at the following
ages: .

(a) Pourteen Frot, Eondsteads sboard the floating dook (debarkader) Dembacs, a dis=-
tange of 113 rautioe) miles from Astrekhan,

(b) Abosrd the lightahip (Plevuohiy minf) VélgoXasplyskiy whish L loceted near the
entrancs to the river distance of the Volge-Caspian oharnel, abeut 100 nautical
miles from Astrakhan,

(o) ‘Abosrd the floating desk (debarkeder) Mary which ie located at the readsteads of
~Qurlev, about twelve milea from Peshney Island,

The 'oﬁserva.tiém_ parformed at these pelnts are chiefly of losal importance and are
intended for the steamship agenoy Reydtanker and ships of other organizetions vieiting

these areas, A
10, General weather forecasts for Astralkhan and viocinilty are published daily in the local
' " newspaper  "Volga" exocept Mondays when the paper 1s not 1llshed. Forecasts are alse
given by the loocal radio station whish broadessts frem 1800 to 1500 daily, exaept on
Sundeye when broadoaatsd are made from 1100 teo 1200, Moscow time. The wu{her reports
are normally given fifteen minutes after the hour auring these perleds of breadesst
and last for five minutes. This radio statlem cperates on a wavelength ¢f 335 meters
and 1s located at the square 1/n Xarl Marks,
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